Institute 9-6-22     
Isaiah 1-5

Portions of 26 chapters of Isaiah are found across 29 chapters in the Book of Mormon.
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Themes: MESSIANIC PROPHECY - 1st and 2nd coming, Judgement + Hope  that God’s covenants will be fulfilled, 
· Last Days (~every chp), +A Remnant will Return, 
· “Holy one of Israel” (708 x names God—61 names, 1.9 verses ) 
· Temple Symbols
· Restoration  Jesus quotes Isaiah in Sacred Grove &Moroni quotes Isaiah when visiting JS

Isaiah THE MAN

· Name: ISAIAH means: Jehovah is Salvation; or God Saves 
· Probably born around 775 BC\ 
· Wealthy, well educated, gifted poet, socially connected, advisor to kings, born in Jerusalem. POSSIBLY:, Priesthood holder, teenager during time of Jonah, overlap with Joel, Micah (south) younger disciples
40 yrs of Prophetic Service during 5 kings of Judah (the last, Menassah, put him in a wooden log and sawed him in two) 
                   BOOK: 90% poetry—Isaiah is to Hebrew as Shakespeare is to English (symbols, parallels, metaphors)

ORGANIZATION:  4 Groups:

Chp 1-12Throne of God, He will allow Israel to be cut down, but promises a branch or shoot will grow 
Immanuel is coming and there will be a NEW JERUSALEM
Chp 13-27 Fall of Babylon and Surrounding Nations—vs. NEW JERUSALEM
Chp 28-39—Jerusalem won’t be saved by political alliances, but through GOD—you’re going EXILE        
               (but later there will be a New Jerusalem)
Chp 40-66—HOPE through the Suffering Servant and future NEW JERUSALEM
It is popular among biblical scholars to divide the book of Isaiah into 1-2 centuries because of its prophecies. Most scholars think it was written at 3 different times because it prophesies of things that happened in Babylon (Isa 24-27, 34-35), so they date that portion AFTER it occurred (i.e. Isa 44:28, 45:1 names “Cyrus”). They claim only Isaiah 1-23 are authentic words from ~730-710 BC. However, the Dead Sea Scrolls in Qumran have the best and oldest full book of Isaiah dating to 356 and 100 BCE (1QIsa). LXX, and other ancient versions also include the whole book. Furthermore, the “brass plates” (600 BC) appear to have all of Isaiah (1/3 of which is found in the Book of Mormon) 

Keys to Unlock Isaiah – From the Book of Mormon 

1. 2 Ne 25:1 “hard … to understand; for they know not concerning the manner of prophesying among the Jews.”
2. 2 Ne 25:4, “the words of Isaiah … are plain unto all those that are filled with the spirit of prophecy”
3. 2 Ne 25:6  “the regions round about” Jerusalem”—look for the temple as at the center of Isaiah’s. “The temple and its rituals were at the center of Isaiah’s world.” (Margaret Barker, “Isaiah,” Eerdman’s Commentary, 2003). I hope it is the center of our world too.
4. 3 Ne 23:1,3, “Search these things diligently; for great are the words of Isaiah… all things that he spake have been and shall be, even according to [His] words”
(ALSO: Try new translations,  No chp breaks, look for the Messiah, Temple Symbols, Last Days, use maps, chart of kings)
TEXT
 Isa 1:4 This is the 1st of 26 references in Isaiah to “the Holy one of Israel”

Isaiah 2-14 // 2 Nephi 12-24 Judah’s Destruction parallels Last Days

Isa 2:2-3—(2 Ne 12:2-3) “And it shall come to pass in the Last days that the Mt of the Lord’s house will be established in the top of the Mt and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths. then shall the Law of the Lord go forth from Zion. The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” (NIV)

Millennium:
Isa 2:4 “Beat swords into plowshares and spears into pruning hooks” (Humans will have no desire to hurt or harm others) 
Joseph Smith taught: Zion is all of North and S. America, ALSO:  “anyplace where saints gather is Zion” (Nauvoo Sermon,       Martha Corey scribe, WJS, 415)—"” Isa 2:2-3).  The world has had a fair trial for 6,000 years, the Lord will try the seventh thousand himself” (Times and Seasons, July 15, 1842). Humanity hasn’t governed well—we need God to regulate our affairs. 
Isa 2:11 // 2 Ne 12:11 Nephi gives us commentary on these verses in 2 Nephi 28:15 

Isa 2-5—PRIDE COMETH BEFORE THE FALL
 Isaiah’s prophesy fits into the apocalypse, as well as specifically to Judah and Jerusalem (Parry, Isaiah in the BoM, 154). 
2 Nephi 12 = Isaiah 2: Judah and Jerusalem destruction, 
2 Nephi 13 = Isaiah 3: Judah, Jerusalem destruction, and Daughters of Zion
2 Nephi 14 = Isaiah 4: Zion’s daughters
2 Nephi 15 = Isaiah 5: Judah as a vineyard, destruction

Isaiah 3— SOCIAL AND MORAL CHAOS (3:1-15) “Jerusalem . . . is even as Sodom” (3:8-9) 

Warning against materialism: List of sins (cars, warfare, idolatry) 

Isa 4—In that day shall the Branch of the Lord—Come to Zion—cloud by day, (Lord’s covenant) breath of fresh air—"he that is left in Zion”

Isa 5—// 2 Ne 15 // Jac 5“The Song of the Vineyard” parable, you’ve done everything—this is what God will do . 
5:1-7 This parable is similar to ideas from Jacob 5, Zeno’s allegory of the olive tree may have shared roots. The Lord also uses similar ideas in His New Testament parables dealing with vineyards. The poetry here is beautiful as God laments the loss of His fruit. The once beautiful land and people are now desolate.
  5:8-10 the area is overly peopled, & they can’t grow anything worthwhile. Barely a barrel of wine and bushel of grain from ten hectares / 24 acres. 
  5:11-17 Priorities and time spent on pleasures is leading to lives of drunken debauchery. The children or lambs will be affected, being raised in “waste places.”
5:18-20 A healthy sense of right and wrong have been lost through wickedness. Anything goes as the world seeks to justify their own desires as truth.   
5:22-24 Drunkenness, bribery, unfair care of the innocent, fill the world. God’s instructions have not been followed so everything will be burnt.
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